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AVING providentially diſcovered, 
what appeared to me the true inter- 
pretation of the Seven Laſt Plagues, and 
which, in many reſpects, as far as I can 
find, hath eſcaped the notice of others, I 
thought it a duty incumbent upon me to 
communicate it to the public. And as 
upon further reading the Scriptures and re- 
volving the ſubject in my mind, other paſ- 
lages in them appeared to me in ſuch a 
B light 
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light as helped to eſtabliſh it, and other 


things occurred, for this purpoſe I got 


them likewiſe printed. However, as I be- 
lieve it will be more agreeable to the gene- 
rality of readers, I ſhall now bring them 


all together, place ſome in a ſtronger light, 


and reduce them into as ſmall a compals as 
I can. 

The firſt diſcovery I call a providential 
one, as the plain truth of the caſe was this; 
it is my uſual cuſtom every morning, be- 


fore I proceed to any other ſtudies or buſi- 
neſs, to read over a portion of the Old and 


New Teſtament; and on Sunday, March 14, 
1779, when I had read over the 16th chap- 
ter of the Revelation, and was ſhutting my 
book, it came into my mind that the Scrip- 
tures themſelves, eſpecially the Goſpel, are 
oft repreſented in one reſpect or other by 
the ſun, or what is equivalent to it, a great 


light; and recollecting again what great 


uneaſineſs the more openly producing them 
at the time of the Reformation gave to the 


Roman Catholics, I began to think this 
muſt be the ſun mentioned in the 8th verſe, 


to which power was given to ſcorch, and 
_ conſidering 
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conſidering all the other particulars, relating 
to this event, I was firmly perſwaded I had 
hit upon the. true interpretation. And if 


the Prophecy of this Vial was then ac- 


compliſhed, the foregoing ones, it was rea- 


ſonable to conclude, were accompliſhed be- 


fore. It is generally allowed, that by theſe. 


Plagues will be brought on the overthrow 
of the Papal tyranny. And nothing can 
be more abſurd than to imagine, becauſe 


they are called the Laſt Plagues, they ſhall - 


cone upon it all at once, one after another. 


As this tyranny and corruption roſe gradu- 
ally, it is more natural to believe it ſhould 
be brought to an end in the ſame manner: 
and accordingly, as under the ſeals, which 
extended through a long period, were 
brought on the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
then rebel, apoſtate, and a perſecutor of 
the Chriſtian Church, and of the heathen- 
iſh Roman empire; ſo under the Vials will 
be brought on the deſtruction of the Papal 
tyranny, and the Mahometan impoſture, 
(for they are both joined together in the 
ſixth Vial, and chap. xix. 20.) the laſt 
inimical powers to the kingdom of God and 
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of Chriſt. Again, conſidering the declining 
ſtate in which the Papal tyranny is at pre- 
ſent, it is ſcarce credible, but moſt of theſe 
plagues have already befallen it. One 
thing more let me premiſe ; theſe Plagues 
ſhould moſt likely be ſome very notorious 
events, and ſuch as moſt materially affect 
the church of Rome, and have a manifeſt 
tendency to weaken its power and in- 
fluence. - 


E 


Rev. Cray. xvi. ver. 1, 2. 


I heard a great voice out of the temple, ſaying 
to the ſeven Angels, go your ways, and pour 
out the Vials of the wrath of God upon the 
earth. And the. firſt went, and poured out 
his Vial upon. the earth; and there fell a 
noiſome and grievous ſore upon the men which 
had the mark of the beaſt, and upon them 
which worſhipped his image. 


Y a beaſt is meant, in the prophetical 

language, a tyrannical and idolatrous 
power or empire, and by the beaſt here, ac- 
cording to the beſt interpreters, is meant 
the preſent church of Rome; and how well 
ſhe anſwers this character, we very well 
know. By the image of the beaſt, it is like- 
wiſe thought, is meant the Pope, as he is 
the idol of that church, and all this power is 
exerciſed through him, or in his name. By 
thoſe then, who have the mark of the beaſt, 
and worſhip his image, muſt be meant all 
thoſe who profeſs themſelves of that com- 


munion, 
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munion, and acknowledge his juriſdiction. 
The expreſſion of having the beaſt's mark, 
is taken from a cuſtom of the antient ido- 
lators, who frequently bore about them a 
mark or ſymbol of that particular deity they 
held in the greateſt eſteem, as the devotees 
of Bacchus did an ivy-leaf. It certainly 
betokens a ſtate of ſubjection, as it origi- 
nated from the marks ſet by maſters on 
their ſlaves and cattle. 

Let us now conſider, what was moſt 
likely that noiſome and grievous fore which 
fell upon the men which had the mark of 
the beaſt and worſhipped his image. As 
this was the firſt of the Laſt Plagues, it 
muſt have commenced with the Papal ty- 
ranny : for the whole duration of the Papal 
tyranny is deſcribed under the Seven Laſt 
Plagues, or Vials of Wrath. Some indeed 
have imagined, that it does or ſhould come 
under the fifth or fixth Trumpet ; but 
- though I grant it is contemporary with 
theſe two Trumpets ; yet they are not ap- 
plied to, nor any wiſe deſcriptive of it. 
Trumpets are calls to war, and accordingly 


the events foretold at the ſounding of each 
. Trumpet 
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Trumpet are the irruption of ſome fierce 
and warlike people; whereas the Popes 
were to arrive at their amazing power 
filently and imperceptibly, by looking out 
for and ſeizing opportunities“. The pe- 
riod therefore of the Papal tyranny is cer- 
tainly that of the Seven Laſt Plagues, or 
Vials of Wrath, or of the Seven Thunders 
mentioned at the introduction of the whole 
prophecy relating to every thing concerning 
it, and which I rather think related to 
them, and that theſe were the very things 
they uttered, though they were not then to 
be diſcloſed + ; and its being deſcribed as 
exiſting under theſe awful marks of the 
Divine indignation, we may juſtly ſuppoſe 
was intended to expreſs God's high diſ- 
pleaſure at the great and ſhameful corrup- 
tion of the moſt pure and excellent Religion 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, in the Church of 
Rome. As then this ſore commenced 
with the Papal tyranny, ſo the expreſſions 
of its falling upon all the men who have 
the mark of the beaſt and worſhip his 


* Dan, VII. 8. 24. 1 X. 3, 4. 
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image, imply it will extend to the end of 
it; that they ſhould all of them, during 
this whole period, feel its effects more or 
leſs. And as they may further imply, this 
ſore was inflicted upon them for receiving 
this mark; what can more probably be 
underſtood by it, than all thoſe evils which 
were brought upon the people who yielded 
a blind and implicit obedience to the 
Church of Rome ? And theſe, when Popery 
was in its vigour, , were certainly very noi- 
ſome and grievous. They were then in all 
reſpects treated like children, flaves, and 
conquered ſubjects. Being kept under by 
their tutors and maſters, they were not to 
truſt to the evidence of their reaſon and 
ſenſes, any further than they directed. And 
what a misfortune did they ſuffer, by putting 
. themſelves thus in the power of others, 
that they ſhould know no more of the com- 
fortable doctrines of Scripture, than they 
thought proper? That inſtead of having 
plainly and clearly laid before them the 
faving Truths of the Goſpel, they ſhould 
be often taught ſach doctrines, as though 
they might ſpeak peace, peace, were ſecretly 
| betraying 
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betraying them to deſtruction. The num- 
ber of faſts they were enjoined to obſerve 
were quite burthenſome to human nature, 
and muſt have been very inconvenient. And 
let it be remembered, any infractions of the 
diſcipline of the church were more ſeverely 
puniſhed than moral tranſgreſſions. Cor- 
poral ſeverities were on many occaſions in- 
flicted upon them. But what generally 
hurts people the moſt is the parting with 
their money, and the ways and means of 
getting this from them in the church of 
Rome were almoſt infinite. What people 
now ſo reluctantly part with towards the 
maintainance of clergy, who devote their 
lives to the ſervice of religion, and preach 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, would bear but a 
ſmall proportion to that part of their in- 
come, which was extorted from their an- 
ceſtors by fraud and violence. Beſides 
ſupporting a large body of clergy, and other 
ecclefiaſtics at home, great ſums were an- 
nually ſent to Rome. And as the ſtated 
ones would not always ſuffice, ſhe would 
oft be ſending out her agents, on one pre- 
tence or other, to raiſe freſh contributions. 

| C Princes 
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Princes beheld: their ſubjects fleeced and 
pillaged, with grief and indignation ; but 
according to the politics of thoſe times, and 
conſcious. of the Pope's great power and 
influence, to ſtir up the neighbouring na- 
tions againſt them, durſt not ſtep forth to 
protect them. One thing more to be ob- 
ſerved here is, the eccleſiaſtics, partly by 
recommending it as the greateſt act of piety 

to make donations to the church, and partly 
by inſinuating that this would be the beſt 
atonement for men's fins, and the moſt ſure 
means of delivering themſelves from future 
puniſhments, got into their hands one third, 
or as ſome eſtimate it, near one half of the 
landed eſtates. They not only obtained 

private poſſeſſions, but were frequently in- 
veſted by emperors, kings, and princes, with 
large territories, and the ſeveral juriſdictions 
belonging to them; ſo that they became 
great earthly lords, and may be ſaid to have 
held the land in bondage: and on many 
occaſions they exerted their prerogatives 
with great inſolence and tyranny. Another 
means of keeping the people in ſubjection 
Was, as they were the only poſſeſſors of 
| learning, 
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learning, ſcarce any material buſineſs, either 
public or private, could be tranſacted with- 
out them. In ſhort, as the chief aim and 
ambition of the church of Rome was. to 
gain the moſt abſolute dominion over all 
things and perſons, ſo many of their reli- 
gious rites and tenets were calculated for 
this purpoſe. All which was attended with 
much evil to the people, i it was a —_ 
fore, a galling yoke. 

This Plague, as I intimated TRAY: was 
ſent upon all thoſe who held communion 
with this corrupt church, for receiving 
whatever doctrines - their miniſters» taught 
them, without ſeriouſly conſidering them, 
and examining as far as they were able 
whether they could come from God, or 
were agreeable to his will. It may be faid 
in their defence, that they were converted 
to Chriſtianity by the Romiſh clergy, at a 
time when they were in great ignorance, 
and that the ſame implicit obedience, which 
theſe miniſters required of them, was what 
they had paid to their Druidiſſi prieſts be- 
fore, and that the pretentions of the Pope 


were juſt the ſame, as they had allowed to 
C 2 their 
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their Arch-druid. ' But though this may 
plead ſome excuſe for them, it does not 
wholly exempt them from blame. No per- 
ſon, endued with reaſon, ought to admit 
of ſuch intereſting and important doctrines 


as thoſe of religion, without due ſearch and 


examination. Had the people of thoſe 
times exerted themſelves properly, they 
might have ſurmounted many of the diffi- 
culties that lay in the way to it. And the 
caſe is too much the fame at preſent ; it is 
owing to the ſame indolence and indifter- 
ence about the things that concern their 
ſalvation, to people's taking up whatever 
doctrines are taught amongſt them, without 
carefully conſidering and comparing them 
with Scripture, that we find ſo little pro- 
greſs and improvement in Chriſtianity, to 
what might be expected; that thoſe who 
have joined themſelves to an enthuſiaſtic 
ſect, ſo ſeldom lay aſide the doctrines taught 
in it, how abſurd ſoever they be, or how 
contrary to the whole tenor of Scripture; 
and that thoſe who belong to ſocieties where 
the doctrines of Chriſtianity are taught in 
greater purity and perfection, are ſo little 

influenced 


. 
influenced by it, and lead lives ſo very un- 
ſuitable to the means of ſalvation they enjoy. 
As this Plague was ſent on the Roman Ca- 
tholic countries to cure, as well as puniſh 
them for their great folly in yielding a blind 
and implicit obedience to their teachers, ſo 
in time it had its effect; it rouſed their 
ſpirits, occaſioned murmuring and repining, 
and contributed to make many ſhake off the 
yoke, when the opportunity offered. 
Voltaire, in his Eſſay on Univerſal Hiſto- 
ry, chap. xiii. of King Henry VIII. and par- 
ticularly of the Revolution of Religion in 
England, ſpeaks much to this purpoſe ; 
That England ſeparated from Rome, be- 
cauſe King Henry VIII. was of an amo- 
rous diſpoſition, is a fact known to all Eu- 
rope. What neither St. Peter's pence, nor 
the reſervations and proviſos, nor the an- 
nates or firſt- fruits, nor the levying of taxes, 
nor the ſale of indulgences, nor five hun- 
dred other exactions, conſtantly condemned 
by acts of parliament, and by the complaints 
of the people, could ever bring to paſs, was 
produced at length; or at leaſt, occaſioned 
by a tranſient amour. The firſt ſtone that 
was 
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was flung, threw down this Coloſſus, which 
had been ſhaken long before by the public 
hatred.” He hereby plainly acknowledges, 
and in this he was not any wiſe prejudiced, 


that theſe grievances had ſo far prepared the 

way for this event, that any other accidental 
circumſtance might have produced it, as 
well as this to which he attributes it. 

Ver. 3. And the ſecond angel poured out his 
Vial upon the ſea ; and it became as the blood of 
a dead man: and every living foul died in the 

fea. As by the waters are ſignified people“, 
ſo by the ſea may be underſtood a large col- 
lective body of people, all thoſe nations over 
which the church of Rome had extended 
its juriſdiction ; and by the ſea's becoming 
blood, all thoſe nations being ſeized with 
the rage of war, as was remarkably the caſe 
at the time of the Croiſades. Peter the 
Martyr firſt ſpread. the alarm, and the fer- 
ment was in a little time propagated through 
all ranks and conditions of men. Every 
one thought the moſt meritorious action he 
could do, was to take up the croſs, and go 
and fight the Infidels in the Holy Land. 


* Chap xvii, Ver, 1 5. N 
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Never did ſo many nations unite together 
in a ſingle enterprize, or proſecute anothet 
with ſuch a zeal and vigour, as if it was 
each one's own ſeparate concern. Such 
numbers iſſued out from every one of them, 
that, as it has been obſerved, all Europe 
ſeemed in one united body to precipitate it- 
ſelf into Aſia. Neither was this enthuſiaſtic 
fury of a ſhort duration, as is generally the 
caſe, except kept up by a rapid courſe of 
victories, but laſted for two centuries, dur- 
ing which period they were continually 
ſending qut vaſt armies to recover or keep 
in poſſeſſion the Holy Land. 

The expreſſion of the ſea's becoming as 
the blood of a dead man has, I own, ſome 
obſcurity in it; but as I believe from a 
careful ſtudy of the Scripture Prophecies, 
there is no expreſſion in them, but what 
has its particular ſenſe and meaning ; fo 
this may ſignify their not only being ſeized 


with the rage of war, but alſo entering up- 


on it with that zeal and fury they, did to 
deſtroy and extirpate all the infidels they 
ſhould meet with in Paleſtine, whom they 

looked 
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looked upon as the enemies of the Lord and 
devoted to deſtruction. 

By what follows And every living ſoul 
died in the ſca may be meant not only the 
great numbers, the major part of them, pe- 
- riſhing in this enterprize, but their being 
in the end utterly extirpated, and driven 
out of all thoſe conqueſts they at firſt made, 
and for ſome time kept poſſeſſion of, in the 
Holy Land. They were likely termed liv- 
ing ſouls, as they had made themſelves ſure 
of the Divine protection, and thought they 
ſhould certainly come off with honour and 
ſafety. 

This Plague, like the firſt, was inflicted on 
all thoſe countries which held communion 
with the church of Rome. In undertaking 
the Croiſade they did indeed expreſs a great 
zeal for God and the Chriſtian Religion, 
as the intent of it was to recover that land 
from the hands of the Infidels, in which 
our bleſſed Lord had exerciſed his miniſtry, 
and accompliſhed the great work of our 
redemption, and to extirpate thoſe whom 
they then looked upon as his greateſt ene- 


mies; 
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mies; but the bad ſucceſs they met with 
might have taught them never to engage in 
an action, becauſe it has been warmly re- 
preſented to them as a religious one, with- 
out carefully examining whether it really be 
ſo; that this way of ſubduing the enemies 
of our religion is quite contrary to the ge- 
nius of Chriſtianity; and that they who 
take the ſword in ſuch a cauſe, ſhall periſh 
by the ſword. The occaſion on which our 
bleſſed Lord gave this admonition to St. 
Peter, was quite parallel to the preſent. It 
had been determined in the counſel of God, 
that his Son ſhould die for the fins of the 
whole world, and this our Saviour had oft 
intimated to his diſciples ; the endeavour- - 
ing therefore to prevent it by violence could 
anſwer no manner of purpoſe ; and if theſe 
nations had carefully. examined the Scrip- 
tures, they might alſo have ſeen it was 
decreed that Jeruſalem was to be trodden 
down by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles were fulfilled, and God thought 
proper to reſtore the Jews again to their own 
country. However, this Plague had its ef- 
fect in recovering men from the tyranny and 

D corruptions 
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corruptions of the church of Rome. The 
number of pilgrimages to Jeruſalem in the 
beginning of the eleventh century, and the 
exhortations to this holy war, firſt rouſed 
them from that lethargy in which they were 
ſunk in the laſt, and the frequent inter- 
courſes of the different nations with each 
other in the progreſs of it, was the occaſion 
of civilizing the moſt barbarous of them, 
and exciting in them a ſpirit of liberty and 
induſtry, which is very oppugnant to Po- 
piſn tyranny. What a change the Croiſfades 
wrought in the manners of Europe ; and 
that this was the firſt ſtep to that civiliſa- 
tion which brought on the reformation. 
See Robertſon's Cha. V. 

Ver. 4. And the third angel poured out his 
Vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters ; 
and ' they became blood. As this Pro- 
phecy has alt along a more eſpecial regard 
to the Beaſt, which, as has been ſhewn 
above, means an idolatrous and tyranni- 
cal power or empire, ſuch as is the church 
of Rome ; by the fountains may very fair- 
ly be underſtood the head or principal ſeat 


of this power, and by the rivers or ſtreams 
; 4 1 iſſuing 
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iſſuing thence, thoſe kings or kingdoms 
which were more cloſely connected with it. 
Their becoming blood will therefore very 
eaſily lead us to the ſharp and fierce conteſt 
betwixt the Guelphs and Gibelins. What 
firſt gave riſe to this conteſt was a diſpute 
between pope Gregory VII. and Henry IV. 
emperor of Germany, about the inveſtiture 
of biſhops and abbots. Thele inveſtitures 
took their riſe from the grants which the 
emperors and kings had made them of ter- 
ritories, caſtles, &c. for, according to the 
laws of theſe tenures, none were deemed 
lawful poſſeſſors of them, until they had re- 
. paired to the courts of the ſovereign princes 
to whom they belonged, had taken the oath 
of allegiance, and received from their hand 
ſome ſymbol by which their reſpective 
grants were transferred to them. This right 
they had in the diſpoſal of their poſſeſſions, 
ſuggeſted to them that they had the fame 
in the diſpoſal of their ſacred offices; and 
this they took upon them to exerciſe, by in- 
veſting them with a ring and croſier, as 
they uſed to do others with a rod or bough. 
But this gave great offence to the clergy, as 
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it was invading their ancient right of elec- 
tion, and therefore they endeavoured to pre- 
vent it by electing and conſecrating the 
biſhops and abbots before-hand; and the 
emperors and princes, to be even with them, 
procured the rings and croſters of the bi- 
ſhops, who died in their juriſdictions, im- 
mediately afterwards to beſtow them upon 


- others; both theſe ceremonies being then 


looked upon as neceſſary to eſtabliſh them 
in their dignities. And as the emperors 
and princes were not content with this, 
but alſo abuſed this right by expoſing the 
biſhopricks, &e. to ſale, Gregory | exerted 


| himſelf ſtrenuouſly to aboliſh and {et aſide. 


theſe inveſtitures, and ſo a great quarrel 
enſued betwixt him and Henry. And from 
theſe quarrels betwixt the popes and em- 
perors, at length aroſe the two factions, of 
the Guelphs in favour of the popes, and of 
the Gibelins in favour of the emperors, 
who carried on a ſharp conteſt for two 
centuries. 

This firſt quarrel happened in the latter 
part of the eleventh century, a little before 
the firſt Croiſade, but as thoſe factions were 
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not formed, and the conteſt did not pro- 
perly commence until above a century af- 
ter; the rivers and fountains of waters can- 
not be ſaid to have become blood before 
that period. How juſtly they anſwered 
this deſcription, all the accounts of the 
conteſt aſſure us; for according to them it 
was carried on with the greateſt fierceneſs 
and animoſity, the effects were lamentable 
and dreadful, and the whole country where 
it raged was an univerſal ſcene of bloodſhed 
and flaughters. 

This conteſt occaſioned a great diminu- 
tion of the papal power and influence. 
And how” could it be otherwiſe, when 
that power, which was the chief inſtrument 
of the pope's elevation, now conſpired 
againſt him? For as it was owing to the 
influence of the popes that the Roman 
empire was revived in the emperors of 
Germany, ſo it was through the emperors 
that the pope was acknowledged the uni- 
verſal head and biſhop of the church. But 
theſe diviſions betwixt them brought him 
into contempt, and made his edicts leſs and 
leſs regarded. Other circumſtances alſo 


concurred 
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concurred to this effect; it was during this 
conteſt that there were ſo many anti-popes; 
and how muſt it have leſſened men's notions 
of the pope's infallibility, and other the 
like pretenſions, to ſee one pope condemn 
and anathematiſe- another ? Furthermore, 
to get out of the way of theſe contentions, 

the popes retired to Avignon, and this like- 

wile contributed to impair their power and 

authority; for the Gibelins took this op- 

portunity of invading and ravaging St. 

Peter's patrimony; and while the popes 

were in France, their authority was very 
little regarded at Rome. 

This plague had not anly a tendency to 
weaken the authority of the popes, but 
there is alſo another reaſon given us in the 
Revelation for God's inflicting it, and a 
vindication of his ſo doing. And I heard 
the angel of the waters ſay, Thou art righteous, 
O Lord, which art, and waſt, and ſhall be, 

' becauſe Thou has judged thus : For they have 
ſhed the blood of ſaints and prophets, and 

if Thou haſt given them blood to drink ; for they 
l; are worthy. And I heard another out of the 
altar jay, Even ſo, Lord God Almighty, true 


and 


1 
and righteous are thy judgments. Verſes 5, 
6, 7.—The church of Rome was always 
diſtinguiſhed for a perſecuting ſpirit ; one 
of its ways-of making Chriſtians, when it 
could not accompliſh it by other means, 
was compelling them by force. Beſides 
which it never failed to harraſs, oppreſs, 
and perſecute thoſe, who oppoſed its en- 
croachments and corruptions. And I be- 
lieve, if it was thoroughly examined into, 
we ſhall find this war raged chiefly in thoſe 
countries, which had been aſſiſtant to it in 
its bitter and cruel perſecutions. The 
above conteſt is reckoned to have com- 
menced, or rather broke out with greater 
violence than before, on the depoſition of 
Frederic II. by Innocent IV. which is 
placed in 1244 ; and at the beginning of 
this ſame century, a very ſevere perſecu- 
tion was carried on by this Frederic, and 
Louis IX. king of France, at the inſtiga- 
tions of the popes againſt thoſe they deem 
ed heretics, more particularly the Cathar- 
iſts, Petrobruſians, Albigenſes, and Wal- 
denſes, who were the ſaints and prophets, 


or, as we ſhould now ſtile them, Proteſtants 
of 
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of thoſe times; for they inveighed very 
ſharply againſt the errors and corruptions 
of the church of Rome, and declared the 
authority it exerciſed was unlawful and un- 
ſcriptural. And as theſe opinions ſeemed 
to meet with a favourable reception, the 
Papalins grew more outrageous, and excited 
all their Catholic princes to uſe the moſt 
vigorous and rigorous methods to ſuppreſs 
them. 

One thing further very deſerving our 
obſervation is, that expreſſion of the angel's 
— they have ſhed the blood of faints and pro- 
phets, and thou haſt given them blood to drink, 
or haſt therefore ſatiated them therewith ; and 
accordingly this conteſt was carried on in 
fuch a manner by them, as if their whole 
_ aim in it had been to butcher one another: 
out of their zeal for this they oft forgot the 
intereſt of the popes and emperors. 

Ver. 8, 9. And the fourth angel poured 
out his Vial upon the ſun; and power was 
given unto him to ſcorch men with fire. And 
men were ſcorched with great heat, and bla. 
phemed the name of God, which hath power 
over theſe Plagues; and repented not to give 

him 


. * 1 
hin glory. The ſun is certainly a very pro- 
per emblem of the light of Revelation, ſo 

more eſpecially of the Goſpel, the crown 
and perfection of all the others and we. 

are ſufficiently authorized, by the Sacred . 
Writings, to apply it to theſe purpoſes. / I 

ſhall produce a few inſtances : St. Paul 

tells us, that blindneſs, in part is happened 

70 Ij-ael * - that even unto this day, when 

Moſes is read, the veil is upon. their heart : 

nevertheleſs, when it ſhall turn to the Lord, 

the veil ſhall be taken away .  Agreeably- 

to which we read in the prophet Iſaiah; In 

the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach 1 
of bis people, and healeth the rate of their | 
wound, the light of the moon ſhall be as the | 
light of the fun, and the light of the ſun ſhall 
be- ſevenfold t. By thus comparing theſe 
paſſages together, we may planly infer, by | 
the moon is ſignified the law of Moſes, and | 
by the ſun the glorious light of the Goſpel. | 
And the meaning of them is, that at pre- 1 
ſent the people of Iſrael know very little of | 
the true intent and deſign of the Moſaic 
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| Law; but when they ſhall turn to the Lad; 


then, by carefully conſidering it, they ſhall 
gain a far greater inſight into it than ever, 
and fee almoſt the whole ' Goſpel in it; 
whence it is ſaid, the light of the moon 
ſhall be as the light of the ſun:” and by 
comparing them together, as they will 


then be diſpoſed to do, and obſerving how 


ſtrongly they are connected, they will gain 
a far ſuperior knowledge of the Goſpel to 
many others; and therefore it is ſaid © the 


light of the fun ſhall be ſevenfold.” 


Whence, by the bye, it is obvious to ob- 
ſerve a veil is over their heart, when the 
Goſpel is read, who are for ſeparating the 


Law from it; or who think the Law was 


drawn up in conformity to the religious cuſ- 
toms that had been introduced into the world 
by men, and that the deſign of it only was 
to draw off the people of Iſrael from the 
heatheniſh idolatry, and that it never was 
intended as a ſhadow of good things to 
come : and in correſpondence hereto, that 
the chief end of Chriſt coming into the 


world, was only to free us from this bur- 


thenſome ſervice, and accommodate us 
with 
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with one more ſpiritual, and not to per- 
form. thoſe offices which are ſo ſtrongly 
marked out in it, as moſt highly expedient 
for our reſtoration to favour, after- we were 
become ſinners, beſides the things required 
on our parts. 

In the New Teſtament Chriſt i is oft call. 
ed, what is equivalent to the ſun, a great 
and extraordinary light. For thus ſpake 
Simeon of him, when an infant, agrecable 
to what had been foretold by the prophet 


Iſaiah, That be ſhould be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles *. And in St. John we read, That 


Se ig the 6 true light, which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world +. Now the rea- 
ſon why he is called ſo, is, becauſe he hath 
brought life and immortality to light by 
his Goſpel. And on this account the Goſ- 
pel itſelf is called Light; the preaching of 
it is repreſented as a Light ariſing upon 
thoſe that fat in Darkneſs ; and Chriſtians, 

as living under it, are characteriſed Children 
of Light. St. John ſeems more. particy- 
larly to delight in ſtpling Chriſt and his 
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Goſpel, Light; and in his Revelation, if 
I ami not miſtaken, the- Sun is in many 
places put for the Goſpel: As in chap. 
, whete we have a very fine and noble 
picture of the chriſtian church under the 
figure of a woman clothed with the ſun, by 
which is meant her being all over enlight- 
ened with the bright Light of the Goſpel, 
as 1s more particularly the caſe of the ſound 
parts, and would be ſo of the whole Catho- 
lick church, was it not owing to the faults 
of its members ; and the moon under her 
feet which ſignifies her alſo enjoying the 
benefit (of the reflected light) of the Law, 
but raiſed above it; and upon her head a 
crown of twelve ſtars, which ſignifies her 
being moreover adorned with thoſe bright 
Lights which oft ariſe amongſt her mem- 
bers ; though the number twelve here re- 
fers to the apoſtles the heads of them. And 
in the fame ſeniſe may the ſun and moon 
be underſtood i in tt6ſe deſcriptions of the 
church in a more bleſſed and glorious ſtate 
by St. John and the prophet Iſaiah. In 
St. John's And the city had no need of the 
fon, neither of the moon to 1 in it: for the 


glory 
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glory of God did tighten it, and the Lamb is 
the "light tbereq n. — In Iſaiah's, The fun 
ſhall. be no more thy light by day, neither | for 
brightneſs ſhall the moon give light unto Thee ; 
bit the Lord ſhall be unto thee everlaſting li ght, 
and thy God thy glory f. For what may be 
intended by theſe expreſſions, is, that then 
the uſe of the Old and New Teſtament will 
be ſuperſeded, as the Lord will be with 

them, and afford them other communica- 
tions more ſuitable to that period. From 
theſe inſtances, and many more which 
might be alledged, there is little reaſon to 
doubt, by the Sun, in the paſſage before 
us, is alſo meant the Goſpel, or, in a more 
extenſive ſenſeʒ the whole Scripture. And 
power to ſcorch may be juſtly ſaid to be 
given to it at the time of the Reformation, 

as greater numbers at that time applied 
themſelves to the ſtudy and "illuſtration of 
the Scriptures than in many ages before : 
and ſome of them perceiving from hence, 
how juſt a right all: Chriſtians had to con- 
ſult them, took great pains to get them 


Chap. XXI. 23. XXII. 25. f Ifa. LX. 19. 
| tranſlated 


— id 
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| tranſlated into the vernacular tongues. The 
church of Rome may alſo. be ſaid to be 

| | ſcorched with the great. heat thereof, on 
| many accounts. As firſt, it gave them no 
ſmall uneaſineſs to ſee the Scriptures beaming 
all around, which they had taken ſo much 
pains to keep from the eyes of the people. 
They alſo felt its great heat, when theſe 
Scriptures were held up ſo ſtrongly againſt 
their errors, that they ſcarce knew how to 
withſtand it. And laſtly, it gave them no 
ſmall, torment, to ſee what a falling off 
there was likely to. be hereby from them, 
For the Holy Scripture was the grand in- | 
ſtrument of the Reformation ; this gave the 
church of Rome its moſt deadly wound, 
and ſhook it to its very foundations, They 
had recourſe to all their ſhifts and ſtram- 
gems to evade the fatal blow. From the 
variety of opinions which aroſe amongſt 
Proteſtants, and which was only the natu- 
ral conſequence of men's having allowed 
them, or aſſuming to themſelves a freedom 
of inquiry, they pretended the putting the 
Scriptures into the hand of the people was 


a * occaſion of hereſy; and leſt this 
ſhould 
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ſhould not do, they pretended the Scrip- 
tures were of no conſequence without the 
church. Some of them go ſo far as to fay, 
take away the authority of the church, and 
no man can be affured that any one book 
or parcel of Scripture was written by Di- 
vine Inſpiration, But their uſual argu- 
ment is, are there not in the Scriptures many 
things difficult to be underſtood? Who 
then muſt interpret them? This they 
urged ſo ſtrongly upon our Reformers, that 
they came to that unfortunate determina- 
tion, that the Scriptures were to be inter- 
preted by the writings of -the fathers and 
the ancient creeds. A proper deference is 
certainly due to the learned and moſt ſen- 
ſible of all ages; and it will afford great 
ſatis faction to find, that there are doctrines 
in which all or moſt of them are agreed; 
but the deciſions of none are to be looked 
upon as infallible. This determination 
was the more excuſable in thoſe that made 
it, as at that time they ſcarce knew the 
extent of their own abilities. Could they 
have foreſeen the great improvements which 
have been ſince made in Chriſtian know- 

ledge, 
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ledge, they muſt have perceived the great 
abſurdity of ſtinting the ſenſe of Scripture 
to the underſtandings of any ſet of Pore 
in any age. | 

All theſe ways and means the Roman 
Catholics took to depreciate the authority 
of the Sacred Writings, may be eſteemed a 
blaſpheming the name of God ; and what 
may be further comprehended in this ex- 
preſſion is, all thoſe reproaches and contu- 
melies they caſt ſo liberally on the Reform- 


ation and the Reformers, ſtyling the one on 


all occaſions a damnable hereſy, a grand 
ſchiſm from the true church, a cutting 
themſelves off from ſalvation, and one of the 
worſt of ſins; and repreſenting the other 
as a ſet of vile bad men, who promoted it 
not from a conviction of their errors and 
corruptions, but becauſe they could not be 
gratified in their own private luſts and de- 


fires v. For all theſe reproaches fell ulti- 


mately upon God, who had power over 


* At this period, whenever or wherever popery pre- 


voailed, the pulpits reſounded with invectives againſt the | 


Reformation, &c. 


cheſs 
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theſe plagues, and who hereby acknow- 
ledges himſelf to be the Author of this 
work. It is very obſervable, that God 
only deſcribes himſelf thus in this; for 
though he has merciful deſigns in all his 
judgments, yet the other plagues are par- 
ticularly punitive ; but this was the occa- 
ſion of a great and apparent good, in which 
he always delights. Though the fun was 
made to ſcorch the retainers to the church 
of Rome, it aroſe at the fame time with 
healing in its wings to others. Though it 
pained and grieved them, it was the fource 
of the greateſt bleſſings to theſe that had 
ever been beſtowed on mankind, ſince the 
firſt publiſhing of the Goſpel : as it was a 
kind of republication of it, and was the oc- 


caſion of its doctrines being better under- 


ſtood, than ever they were before from the 
firſt preaching of them, except by the 
Apoſtles, and ſome of the more ſober and 
conſiderate of their converts. For, as 1s 
very evident from their writings, the Goſ- 
pel was even at that time very much de- 
baſed and corrupted with the erroneous te- 


nets of Judaiſm, and the maxims of the 
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philoſophers, which thoſe who embraced. 
it could not wholly diveſt themſelves of ; 
manyof thoſe that preached it, did not preach 
it in that ſimplicity and fincerity they 
ought : and theſe mixtures and corruptions 
kept flowing in from other converts in af- 
ter- ages, until the myſtery of iniquity was 
at length fully completed in the church of 
Rome. But that ſpirit of inquiry which 
was raiſed in men by the Reformation, and 
the revival of learning which accompanied 
it, has cauſed the doctrines of the Goſpel 
to be more thoroughly examined into, and 
ſet in a juſter light than ever. 
The next thing taken notice of is And 
they repented not. This was the caſe 
with Rome, Italy, and the other nations 
which adhere to that church to this day. 
Inſtead of quitting their idolatrous worſhip 
and corruptions on this occaſion, many of 
them were more ſtrongly confirmed and 
eſtabliſhed in the council of Trent. Had 
nothing elſe been meant by this Plague, 
but that the material ſun ſhould have a 
great power to ſcorch men, and they would 
not repent of their ſins, in this there would 

| have 
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have been nothing extraordinary. For how 
many burning and wet ſeaſons are there, 
attended with all their fatal conſequences; 
and yet how few conſider the rod, and 
who hath appointed it ? But taking it in the 
light I have done, that the church of Rome 
would not depart from its corruptions, 
when the light of the Scriptures was ſo 
ſtrongly held up againſt them, and the re- 
flection is very pointed and juſt. Here was 
ſufficient reaſon and obligation for all of 
that communion to have done it, and—To 
have given praiſe and glory to God—as. is fur- 
ther intimated in the text, for diſcovering 
to them the true and genuine doctrines of 
the Goſpel, and undeceiving them as to the 
many falſe ways of obtaining falvation with 
which they had long been deluded. But 
what theſe failed in, they who made a right 
uſe of this Plague did; for at this period 
comes in what is ſaid in the former chapter, 
2, 3, 4.—T ſaw as it were 4 ſea of glaſs 
mingled with Fire, and them that had gotten 
the victory over the beaſt, and over his image, 

and over the number of his name, fland on the 


ſea of glaſs having the harps of God. And they 
| F 2 ing 
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ug the ſong of Moſes the ſervant of God, and 
the fong of the Lamb; ſaying, Great and mar- 
vellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty 
Juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of 
ſaints ! Who ſhall not fear Thee, O Lord, and 
glorify thy name? for Thou only art holy : for 
all nations ſhall come and worſhip before Thee ; 
for thy judgments are made manifeſt. —Every 
thing relating to this ſong may ſhew us 
it was ſung on this occaſion. The ſingers 
TES ViXWYTGS £X TE One, inſtead of them that 
had gotten the victory over the beaſt, ſhould 
more juſtly and properly be rendered thoſe 


overcoming from. out of the midſt of the 
| beaſt ; than which, what can be more ap- 
plicable to the Reformers ? And fo alſo, 
en Ts aps Ts ovoparo; over the number of 
his name, ſignifies more properly thoſe 
who, threw off the marks of their bon- 
dage , and renounced their ſubjection to 
it. It is called the ſong of Moſes and of 
the Lamb, to intimate that theſe of the 
church under the Lamb ſhould obtain a 
deliverance ſomewhat fimilar to that ob- 


* See them Chap. XIII. 17. 


tained 


1 


tained by the church of old under the con- 
duct of Moſes. The ſimilitude betwixt 


theſe two events, is ſtrongly pointed out in 
ſeveral particulars of this deſcription, and 
may be eaſily ſupplied in the reſt. The 
children of Iſrael were oppreſſed with hard 
bondage in Egypt ; and were not all thoſe 
nations in a more miſerable ſtate of ſervi- 
tude, who had ſubmitted to the juriſdic- 
tion of the church of Rome? The ſea of 
glaſs alludes to the Red Sea, through which 
the Iſraelites paſſed to the ſhores of free- 
dom; glaſs is brittle and ſlippery, and fo 
may well ſignify that ſea of dangers and 
difficulties thoſe people which ſhook off 

the Romiſh yoke went through, to accom- 
pliſh it; as is always the cafe, when any 
endeavour to introduce a change of reli- 
gion, be it ever ſo much for the better. In 
this reſpect it bears a ſtrong reſemblance to 
the Red Sea; for when the children of 
Iſrael entered into that, the waters thereof 
were, in all probability, raiſed to a great 
height on each fide them ; they were a wall 
unto them, but ſuch walls as were ready to 


fall every moment, unleſs they had been re- 
ſtrained 
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ſtrained by an Almighty power. To which 
we may add, if they were kept up by the 
fame wind by which they were raiſed, 
their paſſage muſt have been very rough.— 
The ſea of glaſs is ſaid to be mingled with 
fire, by which may be underſtoad the ſevere 
perſecutions they ſhould alſo encounter in 
this work. And when were more bitter 
_ perſecutions carried on by the church of 
Rome, than againſt the Proteſtants at the 
time of the Reformation? The numbers 
that were ſlain and put to the moſt cruel 
deaths on this occaſion, are quite ſhock- 
ing. Herein alſo there is reſemblance to 
the Iſraelites paſſage through the Red Sea; 
for while they were going through it, they 
were purſued by the Egyptians with all the 
fury and zeal imaginable to reduce them 
to their former ſervitude. Furthermore, as 
the children of Iſrael, after they had got 
through the Red Sea, and ſaw their ene- 
mies . overwhelmed in it, brake out into 
thankſgivings, and ſang the ſong of Moſes, 
mentioned in the xvth chapter of Exodus ; 
ſo did the Proteſtants, after they had paſſed 


through all theſe dangers and difficulties, 
and 
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and faw the Popiſh yoke removed from 
them, exult in ſuch ſtrains as thoſe deſcrib- 
ed by St. John. The very purport of this 
ſong is to celebrate God's great faithfulneſs, 
in delivering his true ſervants from thoſe 
bitter trials and perſecutions they had lately 
undergone, in aſſerting their Chriſtian Li- 
berty : as alſo his juſt judgments on his 
adverſaries, the Roman Pontifts, in caſting 
them down, in a great meaſure, from that 
tyrannical power they had long uſurped 
(in which reſpect, the Proteſtants, like the 
Children of Iſrael, might ſee another Pha- 
raoh and his Hoſt overwhelmed in the Red 
Sea ;) withal, exprefling an holy confidence 
from the preſent omen, that all the nations 
of the earth would, in time, be drawn from 
their idols and falſe objects of worſhip, 
ſuch as they had lately bowed themſelves 


before, whilſt in communion with that 
Church; to him the living and true God. 


There are many other ſongs or hymns of 
praiſe interſperſed in the Revelation ; ſcarce 
any happy event is mentioned in it as be- 
falling the Church, but one is aſſigned to 
it. And as this is put into its mouth on 

this 
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this occaſion, it may teach us of this na- 
tion, whenever we are recollecting God's 
eſpecial mercies and favours towards us, 
we ſhould. commemorate this as it juſtly 
deſerves, with the moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgments. 

Verſes 10, 11. And the fifth Angel poured 
out his Vial upon the ſeat of the beaſt, and his 
kingdom was full of darkneſs, and they gnawed 
their tongues for pain, and blaſphemed the God 
of heaven, becauſe of their pains and their ſores, 
and repented not of their evil deeds. ——This 
Plague, I ſuppoſe, was fulfilled in the diſ- 
ſolution of the Jeſuits, and my reaſons for 
thinking ſo are theſe: The means by which 
Ignatius Loyola obtained the confirmation 
of his order was, by promiſing an unli- 
mited obedience to the Roman pontiffs, 
and to be abſolutely at their diſpoſals. And 
as Voltaire ſays, Their (viz. the Jeſuits”) 
vow of obedience to his holineſs, produced 
afterwards ſo many Miſſionaries, who have 
extended the religion and glory of the ſu- 
preme Pontiffs to the moſt diſtant corners 
of the earth.“ | 
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It is likewiſe an obſervation of the Au- 
thor of the Modern Hiſtory of Europe, 
that when the Pope, or Church of Rome, 
ſaw their authority much on the decline by 


the Reformation, they eſtabliſhed the order 


of the Jeſuits; an order not confined to 
cells and monaſteries, but with full power 
of travelling every where to ſupport it. 
The ſuppreſſion of them may, therefore, 
be juſtly eſteemed a great ſtroke to the ſeat 
or throne of the beaſt. If this be not 
thought ſufficient, may be added to it the 
abolition of the Inquiſition. Since this, all 
the powers that hold communion with the 
Church of Rome have been abridging it of 
its power. 

As to the Beaſt's kingdom being full of 
- darkneſs on this occaſion, this may be ſolved 
by the confuſion they were in at this time, 
how to diſpoſe of them ; or by the dark 
craft and cunning the Jeſuits then exerciſ- 
ed, for which they have been always very 
remarkable ; or what I rather think by the 
great darkneſs which was thrown over this 
tranſaction. Of this I ſhall here inſert an 


account in one of Baretti's Letters. 
G Liſbon, 
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L iiſbon, Sept. 15, 1760. 
„MV enquiries here have not merely 
* been limited to the cuſtoms and man- 
« ners, to palaces and convents ; I have 
* done my utmoſt, to collect genuine in- 
* formation, about the ſeveral tranſactions 
* which have lately turned the eyes of all 
Europe to this country; and you would 
« admire my induſtry, if I were to apprize 
you of all my endeavours to find the true 
motive of the duke D'Aveiro's crime, the 
** expulſion of the Jeſuits, &c. 
«© Theſe ſubjects are certainly worth in- 
« quiry, eſpecially as care has been taken 
& to throw a veil over them, which will 
* obſtruct future hiſtorians. But my dili- 
« gent ſearch has not been much rewarded, 
« This government has forbidden every 
* body to make theſe, and other current 
cc matters, the topics of their converſation : 
ic the prohibition ſubjects the tranſgreſſors 
to ſuch ſevere penalties, and ſo many 
* havealready been thrown into jail upon 
* this account, that the poor ſouls are 
1 quite frighted at the mere mention of 
11 * ſome 
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* ſome names: nor is it eaſy to bring any 


* native to diſcloſe his opinion, about any 


« thing that looks political; though for- 
* wardneſs to decide, and love of talking, 


** are two of the chief ingredients in the 


character of the Portugueſe. As for the 
* few particularities which I have been 


able to glean from foreigners, they are ſo. 


full of uncertainty, contradiction, and 
* evident partiality, that, inſtead of making 
them any part of my letters, it will be 
better to fave them for oral entertain- 
© ment.” Vol. I. p. 261, 262. 


To the above let me add an abſtract from 


the Preface to the laſt Vol. of the Univer- 
ſal Modern Hiſtory. * In France or Spain, 
ea native dares not be ſoexplicit to the pub- 
* licas an Engliſhman ; and even accounts 


* printed by authority, are often very queſ- 


« tionable. Poſterity will probably be in- 
formed much better than the preſent 
* age, of the motives of the expulſion of 
e the Jeſuits out of France, and of the aſ- 
ſaſſination of his moſt faithful Majeſty in 


“ Portugal.” 
G 2 And 
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And they gnawed their tongues for pain, 
and blaſphemed the God of heaven, becauſe of 
their pains and ſores.— The abolition of this 
order certainly gave great pain and uneaſi- 
neſs to many of the church of Rome, to 
the Jeſuits themſelves, and thoſe that were 
more intimately connected with them. It 
was a grief to them to have their order diſ- 
ſolved, and much more ſo to have a ſtop put 
to thoſe great projects they had long been 
carrying on with indefatigable pains and 
induſtry, One glaring mark of their great 
indignation, was, the taking off fo inſidu- 
ouſly by poiſon, the late pope Ganganelli, 
Clement XIV, who conſented to their diſ- 
ſolution. 

The reflection — That they repented not, 
i. e. that the church of Rome ſhould give 
up its moſt aſſiduous agents, and, neverthe- 
leſs, not quir its corruptions and preten- 
ſions they ſo zealouſly maintained, is very 
juſt and proper, though not ſo ſtriking as 
in the laſt Plague. Their blaſpheming and 
not repenting of their evil deeds may like- 


wiſe refer to their reprobating the conduct 
of 


(4 ] 
of the late Pope, and chuſing another, Pius 
VI. of a different diſpoſition in his room, 
one who was more attached to their rights 
and ceremonies. See Moore's Travels, 
Vol: II. Letters xlvii, xlviu. 

Verſes 12, 13, 14. 16. And the fixth 
Angel poured out his Vial upon the great rrver 
Euphrates ; and the water thereof was dried 
up, that the way of the Kings of the Eaft 
might be prepared. And TI ſaw three unclean 
ſpirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the. 
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beaſt, and 
our of the mouth of the falſe Phropbet. 
For they are the ſpirits of the devils working 
miracles, which go forth unto the Kings of the 
earth, and of the whole world, to gather them 
to the battle of that great day of God Al- 
mighty. And he gathered them together into 


2 place, called, in the Hebrew tongue, Arma- 
geddon. I ſhall now venture a few remarks 


and conjectures upon this Plague from the 
uſe of the like phraſes, and what is men- 


tioned in other Prophecies. By the beaſt 
there will be very little doubt 1s meant the 
idolatrous and tyrannnical power of the 

church 


9 

church of Rome. And by the great red dra- 
gon, in chap. xii. the beſt commentators 
agree, is meant the ancient Roman Empire, 
as that was the great ſupport of the old hea- 
theniſh idolatry,, the chief perſecutor of 
the church of Chriſt ; and when that was 
fallen, but afterwards revived in the Empe- 
ror of Germany, ſo I ſuppoſe the title of 
Dragon was transferred to him with it. For 
as we read in Chap xii. it was the dra- 
gon who gave power to the beaſt : now, 
though the ancient Roman Empire may be 
faid to have reſigned to the beaſt its ſeat or 
throne, yet it was by the modern Roman or 
German Emperor, that the Pope obtained 
his great power and influence. It was like- 
wiſe the Emperor of Germany who held 
him up at the reformation ; for though 
Charles the Vth had been long balancing 
betwixt the Pope and the reformers, yet by 
thereceſs of Augſburgh, he threw his weight 
into the Pope's ſcale : and in all probabi- 
lity there was no ſtep which tended ſo 
much, at that time, to prevent his entire 
overthrow. As therefore the Pope has 
| h chiefly 
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chiefly roſe and been upheld by the Empe- 


ror of Germany, there is a great propriety in 
his being joined with him in his dectruc- 
tion. 

By the falſe Prophet I ſuppoſe is denoted 
the Mahometan Impoſture ; and by what 
more fit term could it be deſcribed ? Jeſus 
was the great Prophet that was to come in- 
to the world; Mahomet affected to be ſuch 
another. By the falſe Prophet muſt there- 
fore here be meant the Turkiſh, or that em- 
pire which. now chiefly ſupports it. The 
ſame may be inferred from the Angel's 
pouring out his Vial upon the great river 
Euphrates ; for the Turkiſh Empire took 
its riſe from the erection of the four Sul tanies 
in theneighbourhood of this river . By the 
drying up of its waters, that the way of the 
King's of the Eaſt might be prepared, may 
well be meant the removing the barrier, ar 
opening the communication. betwixt the 
eaſtern and weſtern Anti-chriſt for the intro- 
duction of the Turkiſh forces with their 
Princes and leaders into Europe. Accord- 


* Cha, IX. 14, 


ingly 
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1 
ingly alliances are already forming betwixt 
the Popiſh and Turkiſh powers. The in- 
tent of them, with the Popiſh powers, at 
preſent is only to gain favour with the 
others, and ſerve their particular intereſts ; 
but with the Turkiſh it is to ſtrengthen 
themſelves againſt a riſing neighbouring 
power, which they view with dread. As 
this power is making a rapid progreſs, and 
may at this period become the greateſt em- 
pire in Europe or Aſia, the other powers 
mentioned in this Plague will then view it 
in the ſame light, and will therefore enter 
into a confederacy to pull it down; and 
conſidering its greatneſs will ſend out their 
ſeveral emiſſaries into Europe, Aſia, and 
Africa, to engage as many States as they 
can to join with them in this enterprize, 
which is the meaning of the three unclean 
ſpirits, like frogs, coming outof their mouths 
and going forth unto the Kings of the earth 
and of the whole world, to gather them to 
the battle of the great Day of God Al- 
mighty. Frogs are very proper emblems 
of ſuch as will gather the nations together 


by 
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by alarming them with dangers; and their 


going out of the mouth of the dragon, and 
out of the mouth of the beaſt, and out of 
the mouth of the falſe Prophet, may like- 
wiſe well ſignify their being diſpatched by 
them as their trumpeters. But all their 
efforts and preparations will anſwer no 
other purpoſe than to bring ruin upon them- 
ſelves; for they will by this means be ga- 
thered together to a place, called in Hebrew, 
Armagedon, 1. e. the mountain of Megid- 
do or deſtruction ; Megiddo having been a 


place famed for ſlaughters. A mountain is 
alſo ſometimes put for an empire ; whether 


therefore we take theſe phraſes as ſignifying 
they ſhall be gathered together to fight 
with an empire prepared for their deſtruc- 
tion, or be hereby brought to the place of 
deſtruction ; in both is implied they ſhall in 
this encounter meet with a very fignal 
overthrow. 

It may be expected I ſhould now ſay ſome- 


thing of the time when this event is moſt 


likely to be accompliſhed. In many of the 
Prophecies it is aſſerted, that the time of 
the continuance or prevalence of the Papal 

| H tyranny 
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tyranny ſhall be 1260 years; but as it has 
been obſerved, the 70 years Babyloniſh cap- 
tivity of the Jews had three commence- 
ments and three accompliſhments *; ſo I 
am apt to believe this will have two. Ma- 
ny place the commencement of theſe 1260 
years in the year 756, when the Pope be- 
came a temporal Prince; and its accompliſh- 
ment will be then about 2016. But at this 
time it will meet with its final overthrow, 
which will be about the end of the Seventh 
Plague or period, when both the beaſt and 
the falſe prophet ſhall be caſt alive into a 
lake of fire burning with brimſtone, Rev. 
Xix. 20. or when both the eaſtern and weſt= 
ern Anti-chriſt ſhall be totally demoliſhed. 
In the ſame manner death and hell, or the 
place of departed ſpirits, it is ſaid, xx. 14. 
thall be caſt into the lake of fire at the ge- 
neral reſurrection, to ſignify that the pre- 
ſent ſtate of death ſhall then be entirely 
aboliſhed. We muſt therefore ſeek for ano- 

ther commencement of the 1 260 years from 
this, which I may juſtly call the farſt over- 


* Prideaux Connec, P. I. p. 185—7 ; and Dodd's 
Note on Jeremiah, xxv. 11. 
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throw of the Papal tyranny ; and this may 
reaſonably be preſumed to be at the time, 
which has oft been remarked, when the 
Popes affected univerſality ; and this was in 
the year 608 according to Biſhop Jewel, or 
according to others in the year 606, when 
the ſupremacy of the Pope was eſtabliſhed 
by virtue of a grant from the tyrant Pho» 
cas; and about the ſame time the Maho- 
metan impoſture was firſt hatched. | 

There is another great event which de- 
ſerves a place here, as it is ſtrongly con- 
_ nected with this great overthrow of the 
Antichriſtian powers; and this is the con- 
verſion and reſtoration of the Jewiſh people. 
There is a very ancient tradition amongſt 
them, that when Rome is overthrown, the 
Jews are to be reſtored. And conſidering 
the many things to be done by or to them 
before the coming again of Chriſt, accord - 
ing to what is faid in the Prophecies, it 
muſt ſurely be at this its firſt overthrow. 
It is in the time of their diſperſion that 
they are to call to mind or think ſeriouſly 
of all thoſe things which have befallen 
them, and were foretold by all their ancient 

H 2 prophets, 
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prophets, and ſo return to the Lord with full 
purpoſe of. obedience ; and then the Lord 
their God will turn their captivity, and 
have compaſſion upon them, and will re- 
turn and gather them from all the nations 
whither he had ſcattered them. Deut. xxx. 
I—3. The obſerving theſe great judg- 
ments exerciſed upon the idolatrous church 
of Rome, and the ſubverters of the chriſ- 
tian religion may help forward their con- 
verſion; It may turn their eyes to the ge- 
nuine profeſſors of it, and amongſt them 
they will ſee nothing in it, but what is 
-moſt agreeable and conformable to the law 
of Moſes. Beſides, this event may afford the 
Jews many favourable circumſtances for re- 
turning to and getting poſſeſſion of their 
ancient country. For if the battle of Ar- 
mageddon be brought on by a powerful 
alliance betwixt the Turkiſh empire, the 
Emperor of Germany, and the Church of 
Rome, againſt the above riſing empire; and 
as the Turkiſh empire will be moſt deeply 
concerned in it, ſo their exertions, we may 
ſuppoſe, will be very ſtrong and great; 
numbers of them will paſs over into Eu- 


rope; 
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rope; and as much ſeems to be intimated 
in the expreſſion of the Euphrates being 
dried up, that a way for the kings of the 
Eaſt may be prepared: on their overthrow, 
the Jews will ſee their country in a manner 
deſerted, eſpecially by the military ; and if 
they attempt to ſeize it, that the Turks are 
in too weak a condition to oppoſe: them; 
and they may likewiſe find the Ruſſian em- 
pire, againſt which the Turks have lately 


ſo ſtrenuouſſy exerted themſelves, very ready 


to aſſiſt them in ſuch an enterprize; and 
perhaps many, if not all the Proteſtant 
ſtates. I may add further, we have the 
more ſure word of prophecy, that they ſhall 
be reſtored at this period. Daniel tells us, 
Xii, he ſaw in a viſion a man clothed in 
linen lift up his hands to heaven, and he 
ſware by him that liveth for ever; that it 


ſhall be for a time, times, and a half, i. e. 


three years and an half of days, or in the 
prophetical language, 1260 years; when he 
ſhall have accompliſhed to ſcatter the pow- 
er of the holy people, or, as I think, it 


might more properly be. rendered — and 
the power to ſcatter the holy people ſhall 
| ceaſe 
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ceaſe or be brought to an end. - And what 


nation or people has ſo long had the power 


to ſcatter this people or keep them from the 
country of their anceſtors, but the Ma- 
hometans? This period muſt therefore 
commence from the riſe of Mahometiſm. 
For the ſame period the little horn in the 
Weſt is to tyrannize and wear out the 
ſaints of the moſt high, vii. 25. The 
ſaints of the moſt high are the very ſame as 
the holy people, or the Jews, who were 
taken by God from an idolatrous world to 
be an holy and peculiar people to himſelf, 
and ſuch they eſteemed themſelves in Da- 


niel's time; and they have likewiſe ſuffered 


many bitter perſecutions from the Roman 
Catholics. This period muſt therefore be 
cotemporary with the other: and after this, 
God's indignation againſt this people ſhall 
be accompliſhed, xi. 36. then ſhall be the 
conſummation of their deſolation, ix. 27. 
then ſhall all theſe things, all the fore cala- 
mities foretold, all the heavy judgments de- 
nounced againſt them be finiſhed, xii. 4 
Bythe two men on each ſide of the river, 5. 
may alſo moſt reaſonably be meant the eaſt- 

ern 
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ern and weſtern Antichriſt; as by the man 
clothed inlinen,6. is certainly meant Michael 
the prince and guardian of the Jews, 1. 
The ſeeing the Jews in poſſeſſion of their 
ancient country, and we may imagine great 
numbers of them will be continually arriv- 
ing, will naturally give great offence to the 
Turks, who have fo long had dominion 
over it: and what leſs can be expected, 
than that they will be for uſing their ut- 
moſt endeavours to extirpate or expel them? 
Whence it is eaſy to ſuppoſe, that as 
ſoon as they are a little recovered from the 
defeat they will have ſuſtained at the battle 
of Armagaddon, they will gather together 
all their remaining forces for this purpoſe; 
and even procure allies to aſſiſt them: and 
this will bring on the battle of Gog fo 
fully deſcribed in Ezekiel, chap. xxxviii. 
xxxix. wherein they will meet with ano- 
ther great defeat. The Turks are deſcribed 
by the terms Gog and Magog, as being 
ſeated in thoſe countries, where Gog and 
his poſterity were firſt ſettled. This may 
happen about a thouſand two hundred and 
_ ninety years after the riſe of Mahometiſm; 


11, as 


1 
11, as what is ſaid in this verſe implies, 
chat at this time all that hold that abomi- 
nable impoſture ſhall be rooted out of the 
land of Canaan, and a regular courſe of 
worſhip ſhall be eſtabliſhed. It is very ob- 
ſervable, that the attack of Gog and Magog 
againſt the children of Iſrael, is to be after 
their return from a diſperſion over all na- 
tions with great riches, and before they 
have had time to put their country into a 
ftate of defence . Now, as Hartley takes 
notice, all their preſent wealth conſiſts in 
ſuch articles, as may at any time be eaſily 
carried away with them. Beſides which, 
as on their departure from Egypt, God 
gave them favour with the Egyptians, and 
they aſked of. them jewels of filver, and 
jewels of gold, and raiment, which the 
others gave them very freely; ſomething 
of this ſort may happen at their return from 
their preſent diſperſion, as it is oft com- 
pared to the former. The particular junc- 
ture of circumſtances, if the caſe be as I 


ſuppoſe, will naturally diſpoſe the Proteſ- 


* See Chap. XXXVIIL. 8.---1. 
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tants, and all ſuch as are then An oppoſition 
to their adverſaries, to admit ſuch impreſ- 
ſions. And if thoſe expreſſions in the pro- 
phecy of Ifaiah, chap. xlix. 22, 23. that the 
Gentiles ſhall bring thy ſons in their arms, and 
thy daughters ſhall be carried upon their ſpoul- 
ders; and kings ſhall be thy nurſing fathers, 


and queens thy nurſing mothers be applica- 


ble to this event, as I am of opinion they 
are, though they may be, and have been 
applied to another, as much may be in- 
ferred from hence. ; 
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